Prognostic significance of the presence of human papillomavirus DNA in patients with invasive carcinoma of the cervix.
Cases of invasive carcinoma of the uterine cervix were analyzed to determine whether the presence or absence of human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA in the neoplasms was a contributing factor to their outcome. The presence of HPV DNA was evaluated using in situ hybridization on formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded tissue sections. Eighty-five patients with cervical carcinoma who had been surgically evaluated were included in the study. Data from these patients was analyzed retrospectively to determine survival, recurrence, presence of nodal metastases, tumor grade, mode of therapy, peritoneal fluid cytologic results, and age in relation to presence or absence of HPV DNA. No significant statistical differences were found between the HPV-16-positive, HPV-18-positive, and HPV DNA-negative patients.